Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 18 (including the intertrigo and other disadvantages) and of the unsightliness that is effected by surgery, but the weight loss can be generally beneficial, especially in relieving dyspncea after radical breast reductions.
When operations for obesity are confined to the five indications listed here recurrence, in our experience, has not occurred-without gross over-eating. This is probably because it is not merely fat which is removed, but adipose tissue, the store room for fat. Without the scaffolding fat can no longer be stored in that situation, though it may still increase in other places. The fact that the patient continues to lose weight on a normal diet may be attributed to the increase in the output of energy which the operation has made possible.
Radioactive Phosphorus Uptake as a Guide to
Radiotherapy for Superficial Malignant Melanomata.-ANTHONY GREEN, F.R.C.S. Radioactive phosphorus injected intravenously is absorbed in the active metabolism of the cell, especially in the D.N.A. of the nucleus.
Before this test could be used certain fundamentals were checked. A patient suffering from an advanced and ulcerating breast carcinoma was given an intravenous injection of radioactive phosphorus, and surface beta ray counting was done. High readings were obtained in the active malignant section, medium readings in the section with moderate quantity of cancer cells, and low readings where there was no malignancy. The above was confirmed by histological section underneath the counted area, and by autoradiographs. This showed that the phosphorus was concentrated in the malignant section.
Two elderly patients with malignant melanoma of the thumb were given 50 microcuries intravenously before treatment and a dose of X-rays (1,000 r) was repeated to a total dose of 5,000 to 7,000 r in 5 to 10 weeks. During this time, the repeated tests for the uptake of phosphorus in the tumour showed a decline, and the dose was stopped when the uptake showed no abnormal elevation. These cases have been well for over two years.
Another successful case was mentioned with a malignant melanoma of the neck, with a large gland in the upper cervical region. The skin and gland were enclosed in a uniform field of irradiation and the skin uptake was used as an index of the treatment of the gland. Mention was made of the value of this in the differential diagnosis of difficult brown stains and hzematoma and proof was offered that a low reading meant no malignancy. It was emphasized that the clinical range for the measurement of the beta rays of phosphorus from a tumour was approximately 5 mm.
